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 Human Health Research 

The Standards of Practice of the College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta (“CPSA”) 
are the minimum standards of professional behavior and ethical conduct expected of all 
regulated members registered in Alberta. Standards of Practice are enforceable under 
the Health Professions Act and will be referenced in the management of complaints and 
in discipline hearings. CPSA also provides Advice to the Profession to support the 

implementation of the Standards of Practice. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. This standard applies to any regulated member involved in human health research as 
identified through a current and recognized screening tool1.  

2. A regulated member who intends to conduct human health research must comply with 
the Health Information Act, including to submit a proposal for review by a research 
ethics board in the Province of Alberta. Such boards include: 
 
a. Health Research Ethics Board of Alberta (HREBA) 
 
b. Conjoint Health Research Ethics Board (CHREB), University of Calgary 
 
c. Health Research Ethics Board (HREB), University of Alberta 
 

3. A regulated member must have approval from a research ethics board before 
commencing human health research.  

 
4. A regulated member participating in human health research must:  

 
a. ensure the welfare of any patient involved in the research study is the primary 

concern throughout the duration of the study;  

 
b. disclose to patients that the study has been reviewed by an ethics board and 

relevant conditions imposed; 

 
c. comply with the requirements of the research ethics board as it relates to initial 

and ongoing review of the research study; and 
 
d. disclose any potential or actual conflicts of interest to the research ethics board. 
 

 
1 As of this date, the recommended tool is the ARECCI (A pRoject Ethics Community Consensus Initiative). 

https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/
https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/advice-to-the-profession/
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/H05.pdf
http://hreba.ca/
http://hreba.ca/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/research/researchers/ethics-compliance/chreb
https://research.ucalgary.ca/research-services/ethics-compliance/chreb
http://www.med.ualberta.ca/research/graduate/esi/hreb
http://www.reo.ualberta.ca/
https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/informed-consent/
https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/conflict-of-interest/
https://albertainnovates.ca/strategic-initiatives/a-project-ethics-community-consensus-initiative-arecci/


  
 
   

 

 Human Health Research 

 

RELATED STANDARDS OF PRACTICE 

• Code of Ethics & Professionalism 

• Conflict of Interest 

• Informed Consent 

COMPANION RESOURCES 

• Advice to the Profession: 

o Conflict of Interest 

o Informed Consent for Adults 

o Informed Consent for Minors 

• Alberta Clinical Research Consortium 

• ARECCI Ethics Guideline Tool 

• ARECCI Ethics Screening Tool 

• Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (CIHR, 

NSERC, SSHRCC) 

 

 
 

https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/code-of-ethics/
https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/conflict-of-interest/
https://cpsa.ca/physicians/standards-of-practice/informed-consent/
https://cpsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AP_Conflict-of-Interest-1.pdf
https://cpsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AP_Informed-Consent-for-Adults.pdf
https://cpsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AP_Informed-Consent-for-Minors.pdf
https://albertainnovates.ca/programs/alberta-clinical-research-consortium-acrc/
https://albertainnovates.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ARECCI-Ethics-Guideline-Tool.pdf
https://albertainnovates.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ARECCI-Ethics-Screening-Tool-Reference-Document.pdf
https://albertainnovates.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ARECCI-Ethics-Screening-Tool-Reference-Document.pdf
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/documents/tcps2-2018-en-interactive-final.pdf
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/documents/tcps2-2018-en-interactive-final.pdf

